
STATEMENT 

Carl Marlinga supports the Biden electric vehicle mandate which some say will cost Michigan 
workers 25,000 jobs and the US 120,000 jobs, and calls efforts to protect those jobs “outdated 
thinking.” 

Verification 

Outdated Thinking 

In August 2022, Marlinga Claimed James Engaged In “Outdated Thinking’ When He 
Opposed Providing Subsidies For Electric Vehicles That Benefitted Communist China 

In August 2022, Marlinga Claimed James Engaged In “Outdated Thinking” When He 
Opposed Providing Subsidies For Electric Vehicles That Benefited Communist China. 
“‘We’re building the Chinese middle class on the backs of ours,’ said James, who slammed taxpayer 
subsidies of electric vehicles. In a Wednesday phone interview, Marlinga said his 41-year-old 
Republican opponent is engaged in ‘outdated thinking’ about the future economy for Macomb County 
and Michigan. Marlinga, a former county prosecutor and judge, favors policies that boost Michigan’s 
ability to manufacture fast-charging EV chargers, parts for wind and tidal turbines to generate 
renewable energy, and geothermal heat pumps for heating and cooling in homes, offices, and 
industrial and commercial buildings. ‘I’m glad that Mr. James gave this speech because it shows 
there’s a clear line between the old way of thinking, which is his way – let’s try to save all of the jobs 
that we have now, let’s hold tight and try to stick with a dying industry as long as we can,’ said 
Marlinga, 75. ‘Or we can do it my way, which is to embrace the new products of the future of the new 
green industrial revolution.’” (Chad Livengood, “Opinion: Livengood: James Playing To Economic Fears In Macomb County By 

Questioning EVs, The Detroit News, 8/25/22)  

In 2022, Marlinga Criticized Oil Companies And America’s “Crazy Dependence On 
Fossil Fuels,” Despite His History Of Doing Legal Work For An Oil Company 

In His 2022 Vote Smart Political Courage Questionnaire, Marlinga Criticized America’s 
“Crazy Dependence On Fossil Fuels.” (Carl Marlinga’s Michigan Congressional Election 2022 Political Courage Test, 

VoteSmart, Accessed 10/25/23)  

 

(Carl Marlinga’s Michigan Congressional Election 2022 Political Courage Test, VoteSmart, Accessed 10/25/23) 

In July 2022, Marlinga Accused Oil Companies Of Price Gouging And Reiterated His 
Support For Reducing U.S. Dependence On Oil. “Marlinga and Arraf accused the oil 
companies of price gouging in recent months. Marlinga said the country needs to reduce its reliance 
on fossil fuels not only to combat climate change but to reduce the negative world-wide influence of 
nations such as Russia, Saudi Arabia and Iran ‘who can control foreign policy and intimidate their 
neighbors because they sit on top of a lot of oil and gas.’” (Jameson Cook, “Marlinga Explains His Tie To Conservative 

Supreme Court Justices,” The Macomb Daily, 7/6/22) 

https://www.detroitnews.com/story/opinion/columnists/chad-livengood/2022/08/25/john-james-plays-economic-fears-macomb-county-questioning-evs/7870096001/
https://justfacts.votesmart.org/candidate/political-courage-test/124508/carl-marlinga
https://justfacts.votesmart.org/candidate/political-courage-test/124508/carl-marlinga
https://www.macombdaily.com/2022/07/06/marlinga-explains-his-tie-to-conservation-supreme-court-justices/


EV Mandates Cost Jobs 

According To The America First Policy Institute, Biden’s Proposed Electric Vehicle 
Mandate Would Eliminate Michigan 25,000 Jobs And Almost 120,000 U.S. Jobs. 
“Proposed Biden Administration regulations would require Americans to switch to electric vehicles 
they do not want. Under the draft rules, auto manufacturers would be required to increase the 
proportion of electric vehicles they sell from 6% to 67% in less than a decade. Electric vehicles have 
fewer parts and require considerably less labor to manu-facture than conventional gas-powered 
vehicles. As a result, mass vehicle elec-trification will eliminate many jobs. The Biden 
Administration’s mandate would eliminate a net 117,000 auto manu-facturing jobs nationwide. The 
Midwest would bear the brunt of these losses. Even under a best-case scenario, the Biden EV mandate 
would cost Michigan (-25,000), Indiana (-16,000), and Ohio (-14,000) tens of thousands of auto 
manu-facturing jobs.” (James Shrek and Jacob Sagert, “Research Report: Proposed EV Mandates Would Eliminate 117,000 Auto 

Manufacturing Jobs,” America First Policy Institute, 7/13/23) 

https://americafirstpolicy.com/issues/research-report-proposed-ev-mandate-would-eliminate-117000-auto-manufacturing-jobs
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