
STATEMENT 

Carl Marlinga defended a man who was sentenced to 30 years in federal prison for producing and 
distributing pornographic images of a three-year-old girl, including a video of her engaging in a sex 
act.  

Verification 

Carl Marlinga Was A Criminal Defense Attorney For Thomas William Wooten, A Man 
Who Was Sentenced To 30 Years In Federal Prison For Producing And Distributing On 
The Internet Pornographic Images Of A Three-Year-Old Girl, Including A Video Of Her 
Engaging In A Sexual Act With Wooten: 

• On December 13, 2011, Carl Marlinga Was Added As An Attorney For Thomas 
William Wooten In The Case “United States Of America V. Thomas William 
Wooten.” (PACER Case Locater, U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Michigan, “United States of America v. Wooten,” Case no. 11-

mj-30578, Stipulation and Order, Filed: 12/13/11) 

 

(PACER Case Locater, U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Michigan, “United States of America v. Wooten,” Case no. 11-mj-30578, Stipulation and 
Order, Filed: 12/13/11) 

• In December 2012, Thomas William Wooten Was Found Guilty By A Federal Jury 
Of Producing And Distributing Child Pornography. “A 33-year-old Macomb Township 
man was sentenced today to 30 years in federal prison followed by fifteen years of supervised 
release after having been found guilty by a federal jury in December, 2012 of producing and 
distributing child pornography, U.S. Attorney Barbara L. McQuade announced today… Thomas 
William Wooten was sentenced before U.S. District Judge Marianne O. Battani in Detroit.” (U.S. 

Department of Justice, “Macomb Township Man Sentenced Today For Manufacturing And Distributing Child Pornography,” Press Release, 
4/10/13) 

• According To The U.S. Department Of Justice, Evidence At The Trial Showed That 
Wooten “Produced And Distributed On The Internet Pornographic Images Of A 
Three-Year-Old Girl, Including A Video Of Her Engaging In A Sexual Act With 
Wooten.” “Thomas William Wooten was sentenced before U.S. District Judge Marianne O. 
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Battani in Detroit. The evidence at trial showed that Wooten produced and distributed on the 
internet pornographic images of a three-year-old girl, including a video of her engaging in a 
sexual act with Wooten. Wooten also downloaded and collected hundreds of child 
pornographic images and videos, some of which he obtained by trading the images he created.”  

(U.S. Department of Justice, “Macomb Township Man Sentenced Today For Manufacturing And Distributing Child Pornography,” Press 
Release, 4/10/13) 

• Wooten Also Downloaded And Collected Hundreds Of Child Pornographic Images 
And Videos, Some Of Which He Obtained By Trading The Images He Created. 
“Wooten also downloaded and collected hundreds of child pornographic images and videos, 
some of which he obtained by trading the images he created. ‘Regrettably, the internet provides 
child predators with a ready market for child pornography, but it also helps us to rescue 
children who are being sexually abused,’ McQuade said. FBI Special Agent in Charge Foley 
stated, ‘These despicable crimes victimize and exploit innocent children. The FBI is committed 
to the arrest and prosecution of criminals who engage in such deplorable, heinous behavior.’” 
(U.S. Department of Justice, “Macomb Township Man Sentenced Today For Manufacturing And Distributing Child Pornography,” Press 
Release, 4/10/13) 

• Thomas William Wooten Was Sentenced To 30 Years In Federal Prison Followed 
By Fifteen Years Of Supervised Release. “A 33-year-old Macomb Township man was 
sentenced today to 30 years in federal prison followed by fifteen years of supervised release 
after having been found guilty by a federal jury in December, 2012 of producing and 
distributing child pornography, U.S. Attorney Barbara L. McQuade announced today.” (U.S. 

Department of Justice, “Macomb Township Man Sentenced Today For Manufacturing And Distributing Child Pornography,” Press Release, 
4/10/13) 

After Carl Marlinga Resigned As Macomb County Prosecutor, He Became A Criminal 
Defense Attorney And His Firm Advertised Its Ability To “Handle” Charges Such As Sex 
Crimes. The Firm’s Practice Areas Included Charges Such As Statutory Rape, Child Sex 
Abuse, Child Pornography, And Online Solicitation Of A Minor For Sex: 

• After Leaving Office As Macomb County Prosecutor, Carl Marlinga Became A 
Criminal Defense Attorney At The Marlinga Law Group. “The Macomb County 
criminal trial lawyers at Marlinga Law Group provide resourceful and experienced 
representation on a wide range of serious state and federal charges. Michigan criminal defense 
attorney Carl Marlinga served as the elected prosecuting attorney in Macomb County from 
1984 to 2004. His experience with the investigation and prosecution of serious crimes can 
represent a significant advantage for anyone facing serious criminal charges. Since returning to 
private practice two years ago, he has achieved some remarkable results for criminal defense 
clients at trial, at sentencing, and on appeal.” (Marlinga Law Group, “Practice Areas,” Website, Archived: 4/4/08) 
 
NOTE: Carl Marlinga resigned from his role as Macomb County prosecutor after facing 
federal corruption charges in connection to his failed 2002 congressional campaign. 
 

• The Marlinga Law Group Website Advertised That It Could Handle Clients Who 
Were Charged With Various Sex Crimes, “Including Criminal Sexual Conduct In 
Any Degree, Statutory Rape, Child Sexual Abuse, Child Pornography, Or Online 
Solicitation Of A Minor For Sex.” “Here is an overview of the charges we can handle on 
your behalf… Sex crimes, including criminal sexual conduct in any degree, statutory rape, child 
sexual abuse, child pornography, or online solicitation of a minor for sex” (Marlinga Law Group, “Practice 

Areas,” Website, Archived: 4/4/08) 

• The Marlinga Law Group Website Advertised That It Could Handle Clients Who 
Were Charged With Various Internet Sex Crimes, “Including Criminal Sexual 
Conduct In Any Degree, Statutory Rape, Child Sexual Abuse, Child Pornography, 
Or Online Solicitation Of A Minor For Sex.” “Here is an overview of the charges we can 
handle on your behalf… Internet Sex Crimes, including allegations of possession of child 
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pornography, online solicitation of a minor, and obscenity charges” (Marlinga Law Group, “Practice Areas,” 

Website, Archived: 4/4/08) 

Marlinga’s Law Firm Website Touted That The Firms Experience “With The 
Investigation And Defense Of Serious Sex Offenses” Could Represent A “Significant 
Advantage” For An Individual Accused Of Criminal Sexual Conduct “In Any Degree 
Under Michigan Law.” “If you have been accused of criminal sexual conduct in any degree under 
Michigan law, contact the experienced Macomb County criminal defense attorneys at Marlinga Law 
Group in Clinton Township. Our experience with the investigation and defense of serious sex offenses 
can represent a significant advantage for you in the pretrial stages of the case, at trial before a jury, or 
even in the sentencing phase of the case. When your entire career and reputation are on the line, and 
you need to be exonerated, contact the criminal defense attorneys at Marlinga Law Group. Our 
approach to criminal sexual conduct cases is similar to that of our other criminal defense services - we 
rely on early investigation, engagement with the prosecution, pretrial motions, and the development 
of forensic testimony through experts to make sure that every aspect of your defense is fully developed 
and presented at the time and in the form it will register its maximum impact.” (Marlinga Law Group, “Sex 

Crimes Defense,” Website, Archived: 12/22/10) 

In Child Sexual Abuse Cases, Part Of The Marlinga Law Group’s Strategy Was To Show 
That “Authorities Lead And Manipulate The Children To Make Incriminating 
Statements That Might Reflect Little Other Than The Child's Willingness To Please An 
Important Adult: 

• In Cases Of Child Sexual Abuse Or Criminal Sexual Conduct With A Minor, The 
Marlinga Law Group Explained That Oftentimes, “Authorities Lead And 
Manipulate The Children To Make Incriminating Statements That Might Reflect 
Little Other Than The Child's Willingness To Please An Important Adult.” “In cases 
involving accusations of child sexual abuse or criminal sexual conduct with a minor, our expert 
investigation might focus upon the interview between the alleged victim and a social worker or 
other investigator. In many cases, the authorities lead and manipulate the children to make 
incriminating statements that might reflect little other than the child's willingness to please an 
important adult. With the assistance of child psychologists and behavioral experts, we show 
how this process can distort the entire investigation.” (Marlinga Law Group, “Sex Crimes Defense,” Website, 

Archived: 4/4/08) 

Marlinga’s Law Firm Touted That Their “Hard Work In The Sentencing Phase” Had 
Resulted In A “Sharp Downward Departure” In Jail Time For Their Client In A Child 
Sexual Abuse Or Criminal Sexual Conduct With A Minor Case: 

In The “Child Sexual Abuse Or Criminal Sexual Conduct With A Minor” Section Of 
Marlinga’s Law Firm’s Website, The Firm Advertised That Their “Hard Work In The 
Sentencing Phase” Had Resulted In A Much Shorter Sentence, With The Client 
Receiving A Sentence Of One Year Instead Of A Minimum Of Seven Years. “In cases 
involving accusations of child sexual abuse or criminal sexual conduct with a minor, our expert 
investigation might focus upon the interview between the alleged victim and a social worker or other 
investigator. In many cases, the authorities lead and manipulate the children to make incriminating 
statements that might reflect little other than the child's willingness to please an important adult. 
With the assistance of child psychologists and behavioral experts, we show how this process can 
distort the entire investigation. Any responsible criminal trial lawyer prepares his client for the 
possibility of a conviction at trial, and so do we. In the event of an adverse ruling at trial, we intervene 
actively with the presentence investigation to make sure that all mitigating circumstances in your 
favor are presented and considered before the sentence is handed down. In one recent case, our hard 
work in the sentencing phase resulted in a sharp downward departure from the guidelines minimum 
of seven years to a sentence of only one year, to run concurrently with a sentence our client was 
already serving on a previous offense.” (Marlinga Law Group, “Sex Crimes Defense,” Website, Archived: 12/22/10) 
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Carl Marlinga’s Law Firm Represented Clients Charged With Internet Sex Crimes Such 
As Child Pornography And Advertised That Their Attorneys Work To “Reduce 
Uneasiness Or Negative Impressions” Of Such Charges: 

• The Marlinga Law Group Defended People Facing Internet Sex Crimes Charges, 
Including Child Pornography. “The prosecution of internet sex crimes has increased in 
recent years due to a proliferation in child pornography and chat rooms where the online 
solicitation of minors occurs. At Marlinga Law Group, PLLC link to Firm Overview page, our 
criminal defense lawyers work with investigators, computer professionals, and other forensic 
experts in defending those facing internet sex crimes charges. In many cases, people in legal 
adult websites may follow links or receive pop-ups with illegal content on the other end. In 
other cases, file sharing results in the downloading of illegal material that is deceptively titled 
to encourage computer users to purchase the material. In cases involving online solicitation, 
what is said and the manner in which it is intended will impact the case against you. In each 
instance, we carefully consider the facts involved in order to craft a defense intended to either 
reduce or dismiss the charges and sentence against you. Our Michigan criminal defense 
attorneys represent clients charged with the following kinds of internet sex crimes: Child 
pornography… Online solicitation of a minor…” (Marlinga Law Group, “Michigan Internet Sex Crimes Attorneys,” 

Website, Archived: 4/4/08) 
• Marlinga’s Law Firm Advertised That Its Attorneys Work To “Reduce Uneasiness 

Or Negative Impressions” Of Charges Of Internet Sex Crimes. “Building Your Case: 
Presenting Your Side of the Story… How the jury views a defendant is important, certainly 
when sentencing is involved. In order to reduce uneasiness or negative impressions of the 
charges involved, our attorneys hire psychologists and other experts familiar with sexual 
addictions and the reasons why otherwise upstanding community members may find 
themselves viewing pornography. We also take care in presenting all the facts pertinent to our 
client's case: is there a history of sex abuse in your family? Divorce? Drug use? Use of psycho-
tropic prescription drugs?” (Marlinga Law Group, “Michigan Internet Sex Crimes Attorneys,” Website, Archived: 4/4/08) 
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