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Eric Sorenson Is Weak On Border Security. He Hasn’t Once Called On Joe Biden To
Enforce Existing L.aws To Secure The Border, He’s Voted Against Securing The Border

Countless Times, And He Believes Climate Change Is To Blame For The Border Crisis.
Verification

Sorensen Opposes Building A Wall Along The US-Mexico Border

On November 10th, 2019, Sorensen Tweeted “We Don’t Need Border Walls, We Need
Pancakes And Burritos.” “We don’t need border walls, we need more pancakes and burritos! This

is on top of the menu at Moline, Illinois’ D’Lua Pancake and Burrito House. Go there. It’s yummy.”
(Eric Sorensen, Twitter, 11/10/19)

(Eric Sorensen, Twitter, 11/10/19)

On June 7, 2016, Sorensen Said It Was “Time To Build Bridges, Not Walls.” “Totally
agree. It's time to build bridges, not walls.” (Eric Sorensen, Twitter, 6/7/16)
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(Eric Sorensen, Twitter, 6/7/16)

Sorensen Voted Against Restarting Construction Of A Border Wall And Reforming
Asylum

On May 11, 2023, Sorensen Voted Against The Secure The Border Act. “Passage of the bill,
as amended, that would require the Homeland Security Department to take a number of actions to
limit illegal immigration into the United States, including by resuming construction of the ‘border
wall’ along the southwestern border, bolstering Customs and Border Protection, reopening border
detention facilities, limiting asylum applications and eligibility, and establishing a mandatory
employment verification system. To enhance physical border security, the bill would require DHS to
resume all previously planned border wall construction on the U.S.-Mexico border. It would require
DHS to design, install and operate at least 900 total miles of physical barriers and other
infrastructure and technology along the border, until the department achieves ‘operational control’ of
the border, defined under current law as the prevention of all unlawful entries into the country. To
bolster operations and capacity of Customs and Border Protection, the bill would require CBP to
maintain at least 22,000 full-time agents by Sept. 30, 2025, and authorize up to $100 million for
agent retention bonuses. It would authorize $110 million annually through fiscal 2028 for new DHS
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grants to law enforcement agencies in border states to assist with CBP operations. It would authorize
funding for CBP to upgrade license plate readers and install cameras, microphones, and surveillance
and intrusion detection systems at the northern and southern borders. It would require CBP to issue
and regularly update a strategic plan to enhance U.S. border security, including to address security
gaps between ports of entry, staffing requirements and information sharing. It would require DHS to
ensure that the CBP Air and Marine Operations carries out at least 110,000 flight hours annually and
operates unmanned aircraft systems over the southern border 24 hours per day. As amended, the bill
would require Congress to commission a report that contains a national strategy to address Mexican
drug cartels, including a determination of whether there should be a designation established to
address such cartels. Among provisions limiting eligibility for asylum within the United States, the bill
would specify that noncitizens are eligible for asylum only if they arrived at an official U.S. port of
entry. It would tighten standards for determining whether an individual has a ‘credible fear of
persecution’ and is persecuted as part of a ‘social group’ or based on a ‘political opinion.’ It would
expand reasons disqualifying individuals from asylum eligibility, including convictions for certain
offenses such as using a false ID, domestic violence, child abuse, certain drug possession or
trafficking, and repeated or serious driving while intoxicated; traveling through but not seeking
asylum in at least one other country party to certain refugee protection treaties; and ability to avoid
persecution by relocating to another part of their home country. It would require DHS to return
asylum seekers who cannot be detained to a safe third country during their immigration proceedings.
Among other immigration enforcement provisions, the bill would require DHS to reopen or restore
the use of all Immigration and Customs Enforcement detention facilities that were in operation on
Jan. 20, 2021. It would require DHS to detain parents and their children together and return all
unaccompanied children to their country of origin. It would limit ‘parole’ authority allowing
noncitizens to temporarily live and work in the U.S. allowing DHS to grant parole only on a case-by-
case individual basis. The bill would require DHS to create a system based on the E-Verify pilot
program to verify whether prospective employees are eligible to work in the U.S. and gradually
require all employers to begin using the new system over 24 months, with 36-month deadline for

agricultural sector employers.” (H.R. 2, Roll Call #2009, Passed 219-213; R 219-2, D 0-211, 5/11/23, Sorensen Voted Nay, 5/11/23; CQ
Summary, Accessed: 5/19/23)

e The Secure The Border Wall Act Would “Restart Border Wall Construction, Restrict
Asylum,” And “Crack Down on The Employment Of Undocumented Immigrants.”
“House Republicans passed a sweeping border security package Thursday that lawmakers in both
parties and chambers said could spark bipartisan negotiations on immigration measures. The
House voted 219-213 to pass the bill, which would restart border wall construction, restrict asylum
and more. No Democrats supported the bill, and two Republicans also voted against it: Kentucky
Rep. Thomas Massie and California Rep. John Duarte. (...) Congressional Republicans have made
U.S.-Mexico border security a priority amid high migration levels. The House voted hours ahead of
the end of the Title 42 policy, which is expected to further increase migration. House Majority
Leader Steve Scalise, R-La., called the bill the ‘strongest border security package that Congress has
ever taken up.” The bill would require the Department of Homeland Security to resume
construction of a border wall that Biden halted and invest more in border security technology and
personnel. It would make it harder for migrants to qualify for asylum, permit migrant children to
be detained for months with their parents and crack down on the employment of undocumented
immigrants. The legislation would also limit federal funding to nongovernmental organizations
that assist migrants and curb the government’s authority to allow certain migrants to come to the

U.S. legally under a form of humanitarian protection known as parole.” (Suzanne Monyak And Lindsey
McPherson, “House-Passed Border Bill May Spark Bipartisan Immigration Talks,” Roll Call, 5/11/23)

e The Bill Would “Increase Penalties For Individuals Who Overstay Their Visas And
Bolster The Number Of Border Patrol Agents.” “The legislation, which House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy called the ‘strongest border security bill to come through Congress in more than
100 years, would increase penalties for individuals who overstay their visas and bolster the
number of Border Patrol agents. H.R. 2, known as the ‘Secure the Border Act,” also restarts border
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wall construction and reinstates the ‘remain in Mexico’ policy that required some asylum-seekers

to be sent back to Mexico during immigration proceedings.” (Lauren Peller, “McCarthy-Backed Border Bill Passes
House Hours Before Title 42 Ends,” ABC News, 5/11/23)

e The Legislation Would Also Overturn A Biden Administration Policy To Allow
Migrants From Venezuela, Haiti, And Nicaragua “To Apply To Come To The U.S. For
Two Years Legally And Work.” “House Republicans passed a sweeping bill Thursday to build
more U.S.-Mexico border wall and impose new restrictions on asylum seekers, creating a hard-line
counter to President Joe Biden’s policies just as migrants are amassing along the border with the
end of coronavirus pandemic restrictions. (...) The bill would also scrap a program that has
allowed U.S. officials to accept or quickly turn away some migrants from Venezuela, Haiti and
Nicaragua. The program is a cornerstone of Biden’s immigration efforts, allowing migrants from

those countries to apply to come to the U.S. for two years legally and work.” (stephen Groves, “House
Republican Pass new Asylum Restrictions As Title 42 Ends; Biden Promises Veto,” The Associated Press, 5/11/23)

On May 11, 2023, Sorensen Voted For A Motion To Recommit The Secure The Border

Act. “Garcia, D-Texas, motion to recommit the bill to a committee.” (H.R. 2, Roll Call #208, Failed 211-221; R 0-221,
D 211-0, 5/11/23, Sorensen Voted Yea; CQ Summary, Accessed: 5/19/23)

Sorensen Is A Member Of The New Democrat Coalition, A “Center-Left” Democrat
Caucus Formed In 1997 That Focuses On Policies Related To Growing The Economy For
The Middle Class, Climate Change/Clean Energy, Health Care, American Global
Competitiveness, Advancing National Interests, And National Security

Sorensen Is A Member Of The New Democrat Coalition. (“Members,” New Democrat Coalition, Accessed:
3/31/24)

Eric Sorensen

(“Members,” New Democrat Coalition, Accessed: 3/31/24)

The New Democrat Coalition (NDC) Is A 99 Member “Center-Left” Democrat Caucus
Formed In 1997 That Focuses On Policies Related To Growing The Economy For The
Middle Class, Climate Change/Clean Energy, Health Care, American Global
Competitiveness, Advancing National Interests, And National Security. “Founded in 1997,
the center-left New Democrat Coalition is made up of nearly 100 pragmatic House Democrats who
work across the aisle and across the Capitol to advance innovative, inclusive, and forward-looking
policies. Representing almost half the Democratic Caucus, New Dems are united behind a mission to
build an economy that works for every American. New Dems work to bridge the partisan divide with a
solutions-oriented approach to politics. The Coalition’s primary goal is to find workable solutions to
the most pressing issues facing our nation—from ensuring every American has access to quality health
care to increasing affordable housing in every community. New Dems have shown time and again how
lawmakers can make real progress in Congress. And real progress is what’s truly progressive. That’s
why New Dems are the ‘Can Do Caucus.” New Dems are united behind policies focused on: Building
an economy that grows the middle class and gives every American the opportunity to succeed
Combating climate change and accelerating the transition to a clean energy future Increasing access
to quality, affordable health care for all Americans Strengthening American competitiveness on the

global stage Advancing our national interests and strengthening our national security” (“about,” New
Democrat Coalition, Accessed: 3/28/24)
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The New Democrat Coalition Was Opposed To H.R. 2, Secure The Border Act

On May 10, 2023, The New Democrat Coalition Called H.R. 2, “An Ineffective,
Unserious Bill That Will Wreck Our Economy And Make The Challenges On Our
Southern Border Worse.” “New Democrat Coalition Chair Annie Kuster (NH-02), Immigration
Task Force Chair Greg Stanton (AZ-04), and Vice Chairs Salud Carbajal (CA-24) and Lou Correa (CA-
46) issued a statement ahead of the House’s consideration of H.R. 2, the Secure the Border Act: ‘This
week, our Republican colleagues will attempt to rush through an ineffective, unserious bill that will
wreck our economy and make the challenges on our Southern Border worse. This extreme and

partisan proposal is not a real solution to the challenges we are seeing today.” (press Release, “New Dem
Immigration & Border Security Task Force Rejects House GOP Border Bill, Which Fails To Strengthen The Economy, Combat Crime, Or Control The
Flow Of Illegal Drugs,” New Democrat Coalition, 5/10/23)

The New Democrat Coalition Said They Are Eager For An Immigration Bill That
“Secures The Border, Protects Dreamers, And Solves The Workforce Challenges We
Are Seeing From Farms To Pharmacies.” “In contrast to this partisan approach, New Dems are
eager to work with responsible Republicans on an immigration bill that truly secures the border,
protects Dreamers, and solves the workforce challenges we are seeing from farms to pharmacies. Such
a bill would grow our economy, help our communities combat crime, and stem the flow of illegal

drugs into our COllIltI'y.” (Press Release, “New Dem Immigration & Border Security Task Force Rejects House GOP Border Bill, Which Fails
To Strengthen The Economy, Combat Crime, Or Control The Flow Of Illegal Drugs,” New Democrat Coalition, 5/10/23)

Sorensen Blames The “Changing Climate” For The “Chaos” At The Southern Border

VIDEQ: Sorensen Blames The “Changing Climate” For The “Chaos” At The Southern
Border. WQPT Anchor Jim Mertens: “What would you say is appropriate border security then, is it a
continuation of the wall which was denigrated, but it hasn't been torn down? You know, the parts that
were built. I mean, is that something that now should be considered because of what we're seeing on
the border, especially what about a million? I don't want to say detentions, but about a million
different migrants, coming across since the beginning of the fiscal year.” Sorensen: “We need to make
sure that the border is secure and—and whether that is a wall in a rural area or that's Customs and
Border Protection agents in another. We need to make sure that our sovereignty remains. But then
also, it's taking it one step further and saying, why are people coming to the southern border? We're
seeing so much stress and violence in Central America. We're seeing the effects of a changing climate,
that is causing the chaos. And that's why people are migrating to the north, and this isn't something

that's just going to go away with political posturing.” (sorensen Interview on WQPT’s The Cities With Jim Mertens, Clipped,
4/3/24) Minute 8:29-9:32
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